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A-Level History A level Guide

How History will be taught:
A level History is taught via face-to-face teaching of the narrative; this is by either presentation or lecture. There will be a lot of discussion, debate and questioning. All students are given wider reading booklets; these are used as the basis of tasks and reading in class and for homework
Working expectations:
You are expected to put at least as many hours into A level History outside of lessons as you would in lessons. A level history is a reading and writing subject; in your free periods, aside from homework, you should be going back over the lesson through moodle and using the wider reading booklet to go over the subject of each lesson in much more detail, making your own detailed notes. 
What 100% effort in this subject looks like:
· As much time out of lesson devoted to history
· Always back over the lesson via the chapters in the wider reading booklet and making notes on these
· Using the moodle to look ahead to the next lesson and reading ahead in the booklets to prepare.
· Seeking additional essay questions, doing them as practice and handing them in.
· Making your own revision booklets
· Reading about the wider context, eg events in Europe related to what we have studied but not on our spec.
Folder Policy:
Your folder should have:
-Maps and course content list at the front, along with the readings booklet you are using.
-All notes in chronological topic order.
- All marked essays and mock exams should always be kept in the back of your folder for reference and to show progress.
-Example essays and other overall revision materials should also be in the back.
It is fine for you to have a single folder for both sides of the course in year 12. For year 13 you will need separate folders for Tudors and Germany.
What Marking looks like:
· Ordinary class notes are not marked, as there is nothing to assess
· Some homeworks that are gathering of information will be checked visually but not graded
· Homeworks that involve your thinking and analysis will be marked with comments
· Essays will be marked with the relevant cover sheet, comments and development tasks where appropriate 
· Incorrect use of past/present tense will see 1 mark deducted in essays per case.
What Homework looks like:
· Essays; Reading; 
· “Problem sheets”
· Group tasks and presentations
· Analysis/ critique of sources
· Research tasks
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Summer preparation
Tudors:
Watch: 
Henry VII: 
· The Winter King documentary: King Henry VII: Winter King Documentary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbDaXSCAYMo
· Henry VII 10 minute History: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TIrgZ6taD4
· Overview, Henry VII pretenders and rebellions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S-MQU0U7e8&t=234s
· History with Hilbert, The Battle of Bosworth:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqfyssG4ZZ4&t=845s

Do: The background to this course is the wars of the roses, a civil war for the throne between the Lancastrians (the Lancaster/Beaufort family) and the Yorkists (the Plantagenet family). 
It went like this:
1390’s- Richard II (Plantagenet) is a terrible king and is overthrown by his cousin, Henry IV (Lancaster)
1450’s- Henry VI (Lancaster) is a terrible King, and his cousin Richard of York (Plantagenet) tries to overthrow him…
Research the Wars of the Roses. Make a note of the main families and their supporters; this will be important later. Make a timeline up to 1485 and the killing of Richard III. Make sure you know who had claims to the throne

Germany
Watch:
This short cartoon documentary gives you some background on how Germany came to exist as a united nation- this is important background knowledge for our course
Ten Minute History - German Unification and Empire (Short Documentary) - YouTube
Hitler: Rise of evil movie:
HITLER the rise of evil part 1 - YouTube
Do: 
Write a factfile on Second Reich Germany. 
Research: 
· The Franco- Prussian war
· German unification in the 1870’s under Bismark
· Which states were included in Germany and which left out
· The Monarchy of Kaiser Wilhelm I and II
· The Political system- how much power did the people have compared to the Kaiser?
· The rise of Trade unions and socialist parties
· Who were the Junkers and why was Prussia so important?
· Importance of Militarism and the Navy laws
























Summer preparation tasks

The purpose of giving you a summer bridging task is: 
i. To provide a bridge from level 2 to level 3 study, and lead into the early stages of the course. 
ii. To engage you in independent learning which is required at level 3. iii. 	To encourage you to develop your work ethic and commitment to study. iv. 	To measure your suitability for the course and assess your initial levels of achievement. 
Task 1: There are 12 key terms that crop up throughout the two-year course. It is important that you are aware what the meaning is of the 12 terms.  
Define the following key terms:    
	Dictatorship 
	Fascism 
	Republic 
	Democracy 
	Eugenics  
	Authoritarian 

	Nationalism 
	Coalition 
	Capitalism  
	Constitution 
	Imperialism 
	Communism 


 
Task 2: We will be studying a number of topics in German History. Select one of the topics below and create a Fact – File on the case study. This should contain text and relevant images or diagrams.  
	Ensure your fact file contains: 
· What happened 
· What caused the event 
· An overview of the individuals involved 
· Consequences of the event 
	· The Fall of the Berlin Wall 1989 
· The Wannsee Conference 1942 
· The Munich Putsch 1923 
· The Nuremberg Trials 1945-46 


 
Please bring your work with you to your first lesson. 
Potentially useful websites: 
https://spartacus-educational.com/Germany.htm www.history.org.uk/resources/secondary_resource_4373_243.html 
German History in Documents and Images: 
1918–33: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=12 
1933–45: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=13  
1945–61: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=14 1961–89: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=15 
 
Link to the Edexcel History Specification: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/Specification%20and
%20sample%20assessments/9781446914366_GCE_2015_A_HIST.pdf 
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20 Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918-1945
Part one: the Weimar Republic, 1918-1933

The Establishment and early years of Weimar, 1918-1924
+ The impact of war and the poliicalcrises of October to November 1915; the context for the establishment f the Weimar
‘Constiution; terms, strengihs and weaknesses.

+ The Peace Settiement.expectations and realy;ferms and problems; atitudes within Germany and

Abroad

+ Economic and social issues: postwar legacy and the state of the German economy and society;reparations, infaion and
yperinfiaion; the invasion ofthe Ruh and it economic impact, social elfare and the social impact ofhyperinfiaion
Poliicalinstabitty and extremism; isings on the ef and rght, including the Kaop,Pulsch the polfical impact ofthe invasion of
the Run; the Murich Putsch; problems of coalifon goverment and the sate of the Repubic by 1924

The ‘Golden Age’ of the Weimar Republic, 1924-1928
+ Economic developments: Stresemann the Davies Flan; industy, agriculture and the extent of recovery;the reparations issue
and the Young Plan

Socialdevelopments: social welfare reforms;the development of Weimar culture; ar, architecture, music, theatre, iterature and
fim;ving standards and ifestyles

« Polical developments and the workings of democracy: President Hindenburg; paties,, elecions and aftudes {0 the Republic
from the eltes and ofher socil groups; the positon ofthe extremists, inciuding the Nazis and Communists; the extent of poliical
stabiity

«+ Germany's interational positon; Stresemann's foreign policy aims and achievements including:

Locamo, the League of Nations; the Treaty of Beri; the end of alled occupation and the pursui o disarmament

The Collapse of Democracy, 1928-1933
+ The economic, socia and polftical impact of the Depression: eections; govermmenis and palicies

++ The appeal of Nazism and Communism;the tacics and forunes of the exiremist parties, nclucing the role of propaganda
- Hindenburg, Papen, Schisiches and the ‘backstais ntigue leacing o Hitlrs appoiniment as chancellor

= Poliical developments: he Reichstag Fire, paries and electins; the Enabing Act and the end of democracy; he state of
‘Gemmany by March 1933

The Nazi Dictatorship, 1933-1939 (A-evel only)
= Hiler's consolidtion of povir, March 1933-1334: govemmental and administative change and the establshment o the one-
party sate the Night ofthe Long Knives and the impact o the death of President Hindenburg

*The Terro State" the polce, including he SS and Gesiapo the cours; extent, efectivencss and fmitation of opposiion and
on-conformity: propaganda aims, mefhods and impact, exert o oalarianism

= Economic poiicies and fhe degree of cconomic recovery, Schacht; Goering,the industial s

~ Social policies: young peopl; viomen; workers, he churches, he degree of Valksgemeinschaft.benefits and drawbacks of Naci

e
The Racial State, 19331941 (Aevel only)

= The radicalisation o the stae: Naziracialideology, plces towards the mentaly l, asagals. homosexuals, members of elgious
secis,the Roma and Sini

 An-Semiism: poicies and actions owards the Jews, incucing the boycatt of Jewish shops and the.

Nuremberg Laws

The development of aii-Semic policies and actions;th efiect of the Anschiuss; Reilgistallzagh; emigraton; the impact of
the war agnst Poland

~The freatment o Jews in the early years of wa. he Einsatzgruppen; ghettos and deportations

The impact of War, 1939-1945 (Aevel only)
~Rationing indoctination, propaganda and mrale; he changing impact of viar on different sectons of sociey including he eftes,

workers, women and youlh

= The warime economy and the viork of Speer, he impact of bombing:the mbiisaion ofthe labour force and prisoners of war

+ Polcies fowards the Jews and the ‘e TIERSGIER uring iartime; the annses Conference and the Final Solution

+ Opposiion and resistance inwarime including sudents,churchmen, the army and civlian crics: asassination aftems and fhe

July Bomb Plot overview of the Naci state by 1945 -
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1C The Tudors: England, 1485-1603

“This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence in
this period through the following key questions:

++ How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?

+In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period?

++ How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured?

+~ How did English society and economy change and with what effects?

++ How far did intellectual and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects?

++ How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by
developments?

Part one: consolidation of the Tudor Dynast
Henry VII, 1485-1509

++ Henry Tudor's consolidation of power: character and aims; establishing the Tudor dynasty

++ Govemment: councis, parliament, justice, royal finance, domestic poicies

+ Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession; marriage alliances
+ Society: churchmen, nobles and commoners: regional division; social discontent and rebellions

+ Economic development. trade, exploration, prosperity and depression

+ Religion; humanism; arts and leaming

Henry ViII, 1509-1547

++ Henry VIIl character and aims; addressing Henry VII's legacy

++ Govemment: Crown and Pariament, ministers, domestic policies including the establishment of
Royal Supremacy

: England, 1485-1547

~ Relationships with Scotland and other foreign powers; securing the succession

~ Society: elites and commoners; regional issues and the social impact of el
-+ Econormic development trade, exploration, prosperity and depression
~ Religion: renaissance ideas; reform of the Church; continuity and change by 1547

us upheaval; rebelion

Part two: England: turmoil and triumph, 1547-1603 (A-level only)
Instability and consolidation: ‘the Mid-Tudor Crisis’, 1547-1563 (A-level only)
+ Edward VI, Somerset and Northumberland; royal authoriy; problems of succession; relations with
foreign powers

 The social impact of religious and economic changes under Edward VI; rebellion; intellectual
developments; humanist and religious thought

++Mary | and her ministers; royal authority; problems of succession; relations with foreign powers

- The social impact of religious and economic changes under Mary I; rebellion; intellectual
developments; humanist and religious thought

+ Elizabeth | character and aims; consolidation of power
with foreign powers

+ The impact of economic, social and religious developments in the early years of Elizabeth's rule

The triumph of Elizabeth, 1563-1603 (A-level only)

 Elizabethan government: court, ministers and parliament, factional rivalries

- Foreign affairs: issues of succession; Mary, Queen of Scots; relations with Spain

+ Society: continuity and change; problems in the regions; social discontent and rebelions

+ Economic development.trade, exploration and colonisation; prosperity and depression

- Religious developments, change and continuity; the English renaissance and ‘the Golden Age’ of art

Literature and music M
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