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Benefits of going to University

Pros 
üGet to study your subject at 

the highest level
üOpens the door to a wide 

range of careers that you 
need a degree for

üGraduates get paid a lot more 
on average over their working 
life

üGreat experience
üGet letters after your name

Cons
• £9000 tuition fees (given as a 

low interest loan), plus 
student loans- can mean debt 
of over £30,000 (but this is 
only payable when you are 
earning £21,000)

• 3 or 4 more years of academic 
studying

• First years after Uni are not 
always easy- good job will not 
necessarily be found 
immediately
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When to apply- deadlines

At the heart of connecting people to higher 
education

30 April UCAS search tool will display 2025 courses

14th May Applicants can register and start to complete their application.

June, July, September, 
October

Prime time for University Open days

3 September Students can start to submit completed applications to UCAS.

15 October Deadline for medicine, dentistry, veterinary and Oxbridge

October- December UCAS busy period- this is when the vast majority of applications get made

29th  January 2025 Equal Consideration Application deadline for University courses

June 2025 Firm Offers and insurance deadline

5th July 2025 Clearing opens

14th August 2025 Results day
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• Applications for Parents

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians
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The process at a glance

Now- May- Researching courses, pursuing interests

May- July • Register with UCAS and fill in personal information
• Book and start attending open days
• Try to make a decision about which general subject to do
• Begin writing personal statement and complete introduction and 

personal qualities sections

Sept • Give reference requests to teachers
• Continue going on open days
• Complete first draft of Personal statement
• Complete all sections of the UCAS online application

October- 
December

• If all of the above is done, students see their tutor for their main reference
• See Mrs Farrington/Ms Jones to get the application sent off

November- May • Offers will come in
• Students have to decide which is their firm and reserve choice
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What does the process look like?

RIGHT NOW: 
§Start thinking about what you might like to study 

using Unifrog
§Start looking through prospectuses and online at 

different universities and cities where you might 
like to study

§Start discussing and comparing the cost 
(primarily living costs) of different places
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What is Unifrog?
• Unifrog is our system for students to use at school or at 

home
• It allows them to input their predicted grades and subjects 

they are interested in
• It will then give them a range of courses related to their 

chosen subject
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What is Unifrog?
• It then shows them courses that match their 

requirements
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June/ July
• Decisions- they need an idea, not necessarily a definite 
• Students will register with UCAS and link their 

application to our school so we can see it
• Begin filling in the personal information on the 

application
• Students will be given training by ourselves and 

University of Nottingham on how to write a personal 
statement

• Begin drafting the personal statement
• Go out on open days
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Open days

• Really valuable and 
important to get a feel for 
the University and the City

• Opportunity to talk to 
admissions tutors about 
what they are looking for

• Many are at the weekend
• NUAST will authorise up to 

three during school time



Work hard, be kind

CHOOSING COURSES
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UCAS points 
Every A level grade has a UCAS points value

Grade UCAS Points

A* 56
A 48
B 40
C 32
D 24
E 16
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Points tariffs
• Some courses will ask for three specific grades (E.G. 

ABB) and some will ask for points (e.g. 112 points)
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What do students choose?
• Students can choose FIVE courses on their UCAS 

application
üAt least one should be fairly aspirational- 

something achievable at a stretch
üTwo or more should be challenging but achievable
üAt least one should be a safe choice- a course you 

will get the grades for even if you have a bad day
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THE UCAS APPLICATION
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Education

• You have to put the 
school where you did 
your GCSEs

• Then put NUAST (if you 
did GCSEs elsewhere)

• Your current 
qualifications go down as 
an end date August 2025 
and the result as 
“Pending”
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Choices
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The UCAS Application
6 sections:
qPersonal details
qChoices (5 university choices)
qStudent finance (appears after other sections are complete)

qEducation- GCSEs and A level courses
qEmployment
qStatement- your personal statement
ØReference- completed by tutor along with predicted 

grades
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The personal statement
• Read by admissions tutors to 

get a feel for applicants
• Allows you to tell them about 

your skills and experiences
• Allows you to demonstrate 

your suitability for the course
• 4000 characters long over 47 

lines- UCAS application cuts 
anything over this
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Personal Statement

Motivation for course: Why do you want to study these 
courses?

Preparedness for course: How has your learning so far 
helped you to be ready to succeed on these courses

Preparation through other experiences: What else have 
you done to help you prepare, and why are these 
experiences useful?
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Sending the application
• Once a student has completed all 

parts, it goes to their tutor to write a 
4000 character reference and enter 
predicted grades

• When this is done, the application 
comes back to the student to pay

• The fee is £28.50 and must be paid on 
card

• When this is done, it comes through to 
Mrs Farrington/Ms Jones for final 
checking and to send to UCAS (usually 
with the student)
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THEN WHAT?
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Waiting for offers
• Universities will then start making you offers
• These will be by Email or through UCAS Track
• They might invite you to interview to help them decide
• Most offers will be conditional
• Some universities might make unconditional offers
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Making your two choices
• When all offers are in, 

students have to choose 
two courses

• A firm choice- this is 
your first choice, the 
place you want to go

• A reserve choice- this is 
a backup, with lower 
grade requirements that 
you will go to if you don’t 
quite get the grades for 
your firm choice
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Deadline- First week in June 2025

• This is something to think about very carefully
• Don’t pick a firm choice with grades you know you will get
• Don’t pick a reserve that is as hard to get as your firm
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Other options
Extra  Feb-July
If all five choices have been used and they have no offers/rejected 
all offers

Clearing from mid-July
If there are no offers, or have applied after deadline

Adjustment 
(from A level results day)
If they’ve gained better results 
than the conditional offer they 
hold, they could apply for 
a different course or university 
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How can you support the 
application process?
• Use the Parents/Guardian section of the UCAS website/Parent 

Guide publication – www.ucas.com/parents and sign up for the 
newsletter.

• Offer to attend open days, you may have a different 
perspective.

• Don’t book family holidays at key times.

• Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to them.

• Support your son/daughter’s management of their application.

http://www.ucas.com/parents

